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Vorferd JORFI 4 Vatnajokul 2019 var farin dagana
29. mai til 9. jini. A pessu sinni var ferdin med held-
ur 63ru snidi en oftast hefur verid. Akvedid var vegna
mikillar ads6knar og naegra verkefna ad skipta leid-
angrinum { tvo timabil og urdu skiptin pridjudaginn 4.
juni. Farid var um Skalafellsjokul par sem aurbleyta
var svo mikil framan vid Tungnadrjokul ad leidin ad
honum var 6fer. Pbetta stafar af hr6du hopi jokuls-
ins undanfarin ar. Er petta { fyrsta skipti { 66 4ra
sogu vorferda sem 6fzerd vid jokulrond veldur pvi ad
ferdin er ferd 4 Skalafellsjokul. Patttakendur { fyrri
hluta leidangursins voru 23 og 22 { peim seinni, en
5 manns voru allan timann. Fyrri hépurinn gisti ad-
faranétt fimmtudagsins 4 Vagnst6dum og fyrir bragd-
10 var leidangurinn kominn af stad 4 jokul um hadeg-
isbil og hagt ad nota daginn til ad vinna ad ymsum
fyrithugudum verkum.

Kalt var 4 joklinum allan tfmann og faeri med ein-
demum gott, lika stillt og bjart flesta daga 1 fyrri hluta
ferdarinnar, en heldur meiri vindur dr nordri seinni
hlutann en p6 ad mestu bjart og adstedur til vinnu
gbdar. Fyrir vikid voru ferdir um jokulinn audveldar
og dagarnir nyttust vel til malinga og annarra starfa.

[ leidangrinum var unnid ad mjog fjolbreyttum
verkefnum. Pau helstu voru: Vetrarafkoma meld 4
nokkrum stodum, m.a. { Grimsvétnum Haubungu og
Bardarbungu. A Bardarbungu og { Grimsvétnum voru
boradir um 15 m langir kjarnar til konnunar 4 hitastigi
og edlismassa. [ssjarmalingar voru gerdar 4 Bérd-
arbungu og austan hennar, { Grimsvétnum, { Eystri
Skaftarkatli og nordan Skaftarkatla ad rétum Bardar-
bungu. [ Grimsvétnum voru breytingar vegna jard-
hita kortlagdar og innri gerd ishellunnar konnud med
jardsja. Vitjad var um jardskjalfta- og GPS stodv-
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ar 4 joklinum, m.a. 4 Orafajokli og fjérfétur settur
4 Vestari Sviahnuik. Par var GPS teki skilid eftir og
meldi par allt sumarid til loka 4gdst. Einnig voru
meldir inn nokkrir fastpunktar 4 6drum jokulskerj-
um. A Dyngjujokul, nzrri jafnvagislinu, voru sett
prju siritandi GPS taeki, en visbendingar eru um ad
skridhradi par sé ad aukast og framhlaup i adsigi. A
Bérdarbungu voru endurteknar pyngdarmelingar fra
fyrri 4rum til ad kanna breytingar vegna umbrota sid-
ustu dra, jardhitaketill { sudurbrinum hennar kortlagd-
ur og gassynum safnad. Hoépur dvaldi i Kverkfjoll-
um { nokkra daga vid rannsoknir 4 snefilefnum { guf-
unni par. Gasmelingar voru lika gerdar { Grimsvotn-
um og & Saltara. P4 var farid af Grimsfjalli um jok-
ul ad vesturjadri Sidujokuls til ad kanna nyrsta hluta
gossprungunnar Ur Skaftareldum, en hin nadi par inn
i jokulinn. I fyrri hluta voru Valdimar Leifsson og
Ragnar Th. Sigurdsson med hépnum { nokkra daga
vid kvikmyndagerd, vegna 100 dra afmelis Vedur-
stofu Islands 4 naesta 4ri. { seinni hlutanum voru tveir
bladamenn sem 6fludu efnis til greinaskrifa { islenska
og hollenska prentmidla. Einnig var sérstaklega unn-
id ad myndatoku nidur yfir skridjokla Orafajokuls og
fleira, auk upptoku 4 efni um storfin sem unnin eru
i joklaferdum. I seinni hluta ferdarinnar voru med {
nokkra daga tveir starfsmenn Neydarlinunnar og unnu
ad vidgerdum og endurbétum 4 rafstod og tetra sendi
4 Grimsfjalli. Ad venju var unnid ad vidhaldi skéla og
binadar & Grimsfjalli og flutt pangad eldsneyti fyrir
rafstodina par og fararteki ferdarinnar.

Nefna ma ad jardhiti { Grimsvotnum hefur auk-
ist 4 sidustu drum 4 pvi svadi vestast { Grimsvotnum
sem kennt er vid Vatnshamar, en hann hvarf { jokul
4 arunum 1960-1980. 1 flugferd yfir Vatnajokul i dg-
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Buiist til ferdar fra Skalafellsjokli. — At Skdlarfellsjokull en route to Grimsvétn. Ljésm./Photo. Finnur Pélsson.

Horft nidur Skeidardrjokul af Vetti.
Lj6smynd/Photo. Finnur Palsson.

ust 4 sidasta ari glitti { fyrsta sin { klett & pessu svadi.
[ ferdinni nii var pessi breyting stadfest. Orsokin er
aukinn jardhiti. Sést nd { kletta 4 premur stodum og
mad reikna med ad meira komi fram 4 nastu drum.

Ferdin var b&di drangursrik og dnagjuleg, enda
tokst ad sinna peim verkefnum sem aetlud voru. Far-
arstjorar voru Finnur Pélsson { fyrri hluta ferdar en
Magnis T. Gudmundsson { seinni hluta og umsjon
matarfélags hafdi Sjofn Sigsteinsdottir.
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— View from the nunatak Vottur southwards down Skeidardrjokull.

Félagid naut eins og oft 4dur styrks frd Vegagerd-
inni og Landsvirkjun til ad mata hluta kostnadar vid
flutninga og 6nnur umsvif { ferdinni. Neydarlinan,
Jardvisindastofnun Héskélans og Vedurstofa Islands
toku einnig patt { kostnadi vid flutninga og farartaki.

Patttakendur i ferdinni voru: Allan timann voru
Finnur Pélsson, Gunnar Kr. Bjorgvinsson, Hlynur
Skagfjord, Sveinbjorn Steinpdrsson og Karl Stefans-
son. Auk peirra voru i fyrri hluta: Agiist Pér Gunn-
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Oryggid 4 oddinn, linan liggur ad eystri katlinum { sudurhlid Bardarbungu. — Safety rope fastened to the car by
the eastern cauldron of Bdrdarbunga. Ljésmynd/Photo. Finnur Palsson.

Eystri ketillinn af tveimur sem toku ad myndast 2015 1 kjolfar 6skjusigs { Bardarbungu. — The eastern cauldron
on the southern flank of Bdrdarbunga. Ljésmynd/Photo. Finnur Palsson.
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ner allan fyrri hlutann, en Palmi Erlendsson og Har-
aldur Bjarnason frd Neydarlinunni nokkra daga { peim
seinni.

Fararteki: Ford JORFI (Joklaraudur), Snjobill HSSR,
Toyota Hilux bilar JH og VI, Toyota Land Crusier
Leifs Jonssonar (fyrri huta), FORD Magnusar Pors
Karlssonar (seinni hluta), 3 vélsledar JH, einn sledi
HSSR, fjérir vélsledar VI og tveir sledar Vilhjalms
Kjartanssonar (fyrri hluta). Smadridta var leigd til ad
ferja folk ad og fra Skalafellsjokli pegar lidi var skipt.

The 2019 Spring Expedition

The annual 2019 JORFI expedition to Vatnajokull
took place from May 29 to June 10. Due to increased
requests for participation and the many surveys pro-
posed, the expedition was longer than usual. It was
split in two five-day slots, with 23 participants in the
first part and 22 in the second. The group was a
good mix of scientists and volunteers and five peo-
ple took part in both slots. The expedition has en-
tered Vatnajokull from the west via Jokulheimar and
Tungnaarjokull every year since 1953, with the ex-
ception of the period 1995-2000, when the glacier
was impassable due to a surge, and occasionally over
the last 20 years when the road to Jokulheimar has
been blocked by snow. This time, however, conditions
forced us to use the alternative route of Skdalafells-
jokull, a SE-outlet glacier. Muddy conditions on the
newly exposed land in front of the fast-retreating out-
let of Tungnadrjokull made the track nearest to the
margin impassable for the first time since 1953. Dur-
ing the first half of the expedition and most of the
second half, the weather was exceptionally favorable,
calm, sunny and mostly cloudless skies, and surface
conditions were perfect for driving both cars and ski-
doos. As a result, the group could successfully carry
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out all the planned survey work. This included a
mass balance survey at several sites, setup and main-
tenance of automatic weather and GPS stations, GPS
surveys at several nunataks, maintenance of perma-
nent GPS and seismic stations, including the perma-
nent station set up last year on Orzfajokull, and the
establishment of a permanent GPS site on W-Svia-
hnikur. About 1000 km of GPS surface profiles and
a total of 800 km of radio echo bedrock profiling
were surveyed on Bardarbunga, in the East Skaftd
cauldron, Grimsvotn, Bardarbunga and the area be-
tween Grimsvotn and Bardarbunga. Profiling, using
a 50 Mhz georadar in Grimsvotn, was done to study
the internal structure of the ice. Measurements and
sampling of volcanic and geothermal gas were per-
formed at Grimsfjall, in Grimsvotn, at the open ice
cauldron on the south flanks of Bardarbunga, and in
Kverkfjoll, where a small group stayed for several
days. A survey of gravity points on Bardarbunga
was carried out, as was also done in 2015, 2016 and
2018 to monitor possible changes in the aftermath of
the Bardarbunga caldera subsidence and Holuhraun
eruption in 2014—15. The fast-changing areas close
to recent eruption sites in Grimsvotn were investi-
gated. Rock outcrops on the western margins of the
Grimsvotn caldera (Vatnshamar) that were buried by
advancing ice in the 1970s are now becoming visible
again due to increased geothermal melting. Journal-
ists and photographers working on several separate
projects joined both parts of the expedition. An ef-
fort was also made in servicing and maintaining the
huts and monitoring instruments on Grimsfjall. This
included participation of staff from Neydarlinan (112,
National Emergency Response Call), who joined for
a few days for maintenance of the TETRA Telecom-
munication instruments.
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