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Vorferd Joklarannséknafélags Islands var farin 8.—14.
juni. Upphaflegt plan var ad vera 4 jokli 31. mai-7.
juni en rod vedurvidvarana vard til pess ad ferdinni var
itrekad frestad. A endanum var lagt af stad dr Reykja-
vik snemma ad morgni 8. juni og ekid alla leid austur
ad Joklaseli. Upphaflega atti ad fara { eina stéra ferd
en vegna tafa var ferdinni breytt i tviskipta ferd pad
sem hluti hépsins for heim eftir fjéra daga 4 jokli en
seinni hépurinn var tepa viku 4 joklinum.

Eins og undanfarin 4r var farid um Skélafellsjokul
en 4 leidinni austur heimso6tti hépurinn Skaftarstofu,
gestastofu Vatnajokulspj6dgards og leit vid 4 syningu
um Vorferd Joklarannséknafélagsins sem sett var upp
i febriar. Ohatt er ad segja ad gaman er sja pad fram-
haldslif sem 70 dra afmzlissyning JORFI hefur fengid
hja Vatnajokulspj6dgardi.

Vorferdarvikan reyndist vera su vedurselasta {
langan tima en fyrstu fjéra dagana var heidskirt og sél
um allan jokul en svo téku vid tveir dagar med lakara
vedri. Slikt gédvidri vard til pess ad 6llum verkefnum
var hagt ad sinna vida um jokulinn, fr4 Hamrinum {
vestri, til Kverkfjalla { nordri, austur & Godahnjika,
og allt par 4 milli.

Hefdbundin verkefni voru unnin, svo sem af-
komuborun { Grimsvotnum, Kverkfjollum og Bard-
arbungu auk hefdobundins melavidhalds, m.a. & ved-
urstodvum, jardskjalftamelistodvum og GPS stodv-
um vida um jokulinn. Pessar stodvar eru reknar
af Vedurstofu fslands, Jardvisindastofnun Haskolans
og Landsvirkjun. Snjékjarnar til plastsynatoku voru
teknir, en synatakan er hluti af verkefni sem unnid er
vid Héskoélann 1 Reykjavik. Einnig voru drénamynda-
tokur af Grimsfjalli gerdar til jardfreedikortlagningar
en vedurblidan leiddi til pess ad mikid var tekid af
myndum, badi 4 sima, dréna og myndavélar.
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Gasmelingar voru gerdar { kotlum Bardarbungu
og 4 Saltaranum og sett voru upp ljésmyndastatif {
Joklasyn ljiésmyndaverkefni JORFI og endurgerdar
nokkrar sogulegar 1lj6smyndir, m.a. tr vorferdum 4 6.
og 7. dratugnum. Dzmi um slikt myndapar tr Kverk-
fjollum synir sldandi breytingar.

Ung joklamar { vorferd. — Young and wild.

Lj6sm./Photo. Andri Gunnarsson.

131



Andri Gunnarsson

Dzmi um samanburdarmynd dr Kverkfjollum, sem tekin var { vorferd. Efri myndin er tekin af Hjalmari Bardarsyni { jun{
1968 en st nedri af Kieran Baxter { vorferd 2024. Myndin er tekin 4 Kverkjokli og horfir it kverkina nidur 4 laglendid til
nordurs. Sja ma vélsleda 4 nedri myndinni, innan svarta rammans. Myndirnar endurspegla pd miklu yfirbordslekkun sem
4tt hefur sér stad 4 joklinum, 4 timabilinu. A myndinni fra 2024 m4 einnig greina gosmédu frd eldgosinu 4 Reykjanesi, sem
umlukti Vatnajokul { vorferdinni. — A view north from Kverkjokull, 1968 and 2024, looking out through the gorge towards

the lowlands to the north. The upper photo was taken by Hjdlmar Bdrdarson in June 1968, and the lower one by Kieran

Baxter during the spring trip in 2024. Note the framed snowmobile in the lower photo. Significant decrease in glacier

elevation has occurred during the last 56 years. Volcanic haze surrounding Vatnajokull from the eruption in Reykjanes

during the spring trip of 2024 can also be discerned.

Sett voru upp vidmidunarmerki 4 jokulskerjum
vids vegar um jokulinn 4 vegum Landmelinga fs-
lands. Stefnt er ad loftmyndatoku af 6llu landinu 4
na@stu misserum, en merkin nytast til ad sannreyna
og kvarda myndatokuna. Nytt hedarlikan af joklum
landsins mun nytast vel vid voktun og greiningu 4
breytingum 4 joklum landsins.
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[ssjarmzlingar eru fastur lidur i vorferd. Gerdar
voru melingar af botni jokulsins vid ttfall Grimsvatna
og { Bardarbungu til ad auka 4 pekkingu 4 ferdaleidum
vatns vid jokulbotn 4 pessum svaedum.

Ymsum verkefnum 4 Grimsfjalli var einnig sinnt,
m.a. afyllingu 4 eldsneyti, Valdabotnar voru temdir,
snjé og is mokad fra hisum, prifid og tekid til og vid-
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haldi sinnt 4 vedurstod 4 fjallinu. Tekin voru mal af
brotnum ridum og fleiru til pess ad undirbia vidhalds-
ferd 4 fjallid. Gerdar voru tilraunir med ad breyta sal-
ernum 4 Grimsfjalli svo unnt sé ad fjarlegja trgang
med betri heetti en nd er gert en stefnt er ad betrum-
bétum { ndinni framtid.

Stoltur landvordur & Hamrinum med Hagongur, Ha-
gongulén og Hofsjokul 1 baksyn. — A proud ranger at
Hamarinn, on the western edge of Vatnajokull. A view
towards Hdgongur and Hofsjokull. Ljésm./Photo.
Salka Kolbeinsdéttir.

Heimferd beggja hopa gekk vel. Med fyrri hépn-
um fér snjébillinn Kaldi heim 4 leid en snjébilinn
nadi ad klara oll sin verk { fyrri helmingi ferdarinn-
ar. Skridbilstjori var Karl Eiriksson. Seinni hépurinn
for af fjallinu eftir ad prifum og fragangi lauk og 6k
alla 1eid { baeinn 4n stértekra bilana 4 heimleid. Pessi
vorferd verdur lengi { minnum hofd fyrir pa einstoku
vedurblidu sem rikti ndnast samfellt allan timann.

Patttakendur i vorferd 2024 voru: Andri Gunnars-
son, Ingibjorg Eiriksdéttir, Sigurdur B. Vignisson,
Krista Hannesdéttir, Vilhjadlmur Kjartansson, Bergur
H. Bergsson, Hrafnhildur Hannesdéttir, Aslaug Gyda
Birgisdéttir, Kallia Vlachou, Kieran Baxter, Karl Eir-
iksson, Sveinbjorn Steinpérsson, Jonas Liebsch, Eyj-
olfur Magnusson, Joaquin M.C. Belart, J6n Bjarni
Fridriksson, Sydney Fox, Eva Sverrisdéttir, Steinunn
Helgadéttir, Salka Kolbeinsdéttir og Nina Aradéttir.
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Farartzki i vorferd 2024: Snj6bill HSSR Kaldi og
vorubill Reykur 6 sem flutti snjobil og flatvagn aust-
ur. Grani Landsvirkjunar auk priggja vélsleda frd
Landsvirkjun, Hilux frd Jardvisindastofnun Héskol-
ans auk tveggja vélsleda, Langjokull Ford JORFI og
fj6rir vélsledar fra Vedurstofu Islands.

The 2024 Spring Expedition

The spring expedition of the Icelandic Glaciological
Society took place from June 8 to June 14. The origi-
nal plan was to be on the glacier from May 31 to June
7, but a series of weather warnings led to repeated
postponements. Eventually, the trip began early on
the morning of June 8, departing from Reykjavik
and driving all the way east to Joklasel. Originally
planned as a single, extended trip, delays necessitated
splitting it into two separate trips: part of the group re-
turned home after four days on the glacier, while the
second group spent nearly a week there.

As in recent years, the group traversed Skalafells-
jokull. On the way east, they visited Skaftarstofa, the
visitor center for Vatnajokull National Park, and an
exhibition about the Glaciological Society, which had
been set up in February. It is safe to say it was hearten-
ing to see the continued interest generated by JORFI’s
70th-anniversary exhibition, now featured by Vatna-
jokull National Park.

The expedition enjoyed the most favorable
weather in a long time. The first four days were clear
and sunny across the glacier, followed by two days of
poorer weather. This exceptional weather allowed the
group to complete all planned tasks across the glacier,
from Hamarinn in the west, to Kverkfjoll in the north,
and east to Godahnjukar.

Traditional tasks included mass-balance drilling
in Grimsvotn, Kverkfjoll, and Bardarbunga and main-
tenance of weather, seismic and GPS monitoring sta-
tions across the glacier, operated by the Icelandic Me-
teorological Office, the University of Iceland’s Insti-
tute of Earth Sciences, and Landsvirkjun. Snow cores
were collected for microplastic sampling, part of a
research project at Reykjavik University. Addition-
ally, drone photography of Grimsfjall was carried out
for geological mapping, and the favorable weather re-
sulted in a large number of photos being taken using
phones, drones, and cameras.
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Syn fuglsins 4 ketil { Bardarbungu. Ketillinn stekkar ekki eins ort og 4 upphafsarum sinum en er gasmaldur og vaktadur

m.a. { vorferd. — A bird’s-eye view of one of the cauldrons in Bdrdarbunga. The cauldron is not expanding as rapidly as

in its early years but is monitored for gas emissions and other things, during the spring expedition. Ljésm./Photo. Andri

Gunnarsson.

Gas measurements were conducted at Bardar-
bunga and Saltarinn. Photography stands for JORFI’s
"Joklasyn" (EISI) project were set up, and several
historical photographs were recreated, including ones
from expeditions in the 1960s and 1970s. An exam-
ple of such a photo pair is included here, highlighting
striking ablation changes over time.

Reference markers were installed on nunataks
around the glacier by the National Land Survey of
Iceland, aiming to support aerial photography of the
country in the coming months. These markers will
help calibrate and validate the photographs. A new
elevation model of Iceland’s glaciers will be invalu-
able for monitoring and analyzing glacier changes.

Radio echo measurements, a regular task of the
spring expedition, were conducted to map the glacier
bed at the Grimsvétn outlet and in Bardarbunga.
These studies contribute to understanding subglacial
water pathways in these areas.
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Various tasks on Grimsfjall were also addressed,
including refueling, emptying Valdabotnar, clearing
snow and ice from buildings, cleaning, organizing,
and maintaining the weather station on the mountain.
Measurements of broken windows and other damages
were taken in preparation for a maintenance trip. Ex-
periments were conducted to improve the toilet facil-
ities on Grimsfjall, aiming for better waste removal
solutions in the near future.

The return trips for both groups went smoothly.
The snowcat Kaldi returned with the first group, hav-
ing completed all its tasks during the first half of the
expedition. The snowcat driver was Karl Eiriksson.
The second group left the mountain after completing
cleanup and packing, driving back to Reykjavik with-
out major incidents.

This spring expedition will long be remembered
for the exceptional weather that prevailed almost con-
tinuously throughout the trip.
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Nyr samanburdarmyndastadur 4 Hamrinum. Horft yfir Kéldukvislarjokul. A landi mé sja Higongur og Hagongulén. —
A new comparison photo location at Hamarinn as a part of the EISI project. Overlooking Koldukvislarjokull, towards
Hdgongur and the Hdgongulon reservoir lake. Ljésm./Photo. Andri Gunnarsson.

Palsfjall { allri sinni dyrd { kvoldsél { juni. — Pdlsfjall basking in the evening sun in June. Ljésm./Photo. Andri Gunnarsson.
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